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could deal only in promissory notes. The lines to Washington again
hummed; messenger boys rushed through the streets of the capital.
President Buchanan complained he was not kept informed, but George
N. Sanders had been doing his best to enlighten him. He had sent the
President a long and fervent telegram which included the revised re-
port of the minority in extenso. He urged that the administration now
support Douglas. In 1856 Douglas had yielded to Buchanan when the
latter secured a majority; now the President should reciprocate. Sanders^
however, was slightly premature, for Douglas had not yet actually ob-
tained a majority. Buchanan's chief reaction to this advice was an angry
outburst when he learned that the message had been sent collect, and
that he had paid $26.80 for its wisdom.
Shortly after church the weather in the convention city changed again;
the rain ceased, the sun shone, and a refreshing breeze cleared away the
clouds and made Charleston once more a paradise, except for the Ohio
and Kentucky delegations. Their private whisky stock had given out;
besides, the Kentuckians had a contract with their hotel for the accom-
modation of fifty delegates, and as only twenty had come they had to
make up for the others. Each had to pay $125, and this without the
comfort of Bourbon was hard to bear. Thus passed Sunday, and, in
spite of its sacred influence, nothing was accomplished in the cause of
peace.12
V
Monday April 30 was again a beautiful day, but its balmy loveliness
was made somewhat stifling by the tenseness of the atmosphere around
Institute Hall. The convention had suffered a change. Most of the
northern gallery had gone home, and their places were filled by a great
crowd of Charlestonians, there to see the first act of the great tragedy
which was to have so many of its scenes set in their city. There would
now be next to no support for the clan Douglas in the gallery, while
the admiring applause would be almost deafening when southern ora-
tory reached its possible heights. Whole blocks of tickets had been
literally thrown to the waiting crowd outside, and those successful in
the scramble were now jamming in. The southern delegates were